A Randomized Multicentre Study Comparing G-CSF Mobilized Peripheral Blood and G-CSF Stimulated Bone Marrow in Patients Undergoing Matched Sibling Transplantation for Hematologic Malignancies  

Protocol CBMTG 0601 (G-BM versus G-PB)
Procedure for Transportaion of Laboratory Samples 

Blood or blood components which have been collected for the purposes of transplantation are subject to “Exempt Human (or Animal) Specimen” provisions only. This means that these specimens have been screened and so there is a minimal likelihood that pathogens are present. Therefore, only minimal packaging standards are required. 

A. PACKAGING: 

The packaging must consist of three components:

1) Leak-proof primary receptacle(s).

2) Leak-proof secondary packaging; and

3) An outer package of adequate strength for its capacity, mass and intended use, and with at least one surface having minimum dimensions of 100mm X 100mm;

In addition, for liquids, the packing must consist of:

1) absorbent material in sufficient quantity to absorb the entire contents must be placed between the primary receptacle(s) and the secondary packaging so that, during transport, any release or leak of a liquid substance will not reach the outer packaging and will not compromise the integrity of the cushioning material;

2) When multiple fragile primary receptacles are placed in a single secondary packaging, they must be either individually wrapped or separated to prevent contact between them.

B. MARKING AND LABELLING:
Label the package “Exempt Human Specimen” ONLY.  Additional labels are misleading to the presence of danger or the nature of any danger. For example:
· DO NOT use phrases like: “Diagnostic Specimens”, “Clinical Specimen”, “Research Specimens”, “Biological Substances”, etc… 

· DO NOT label the package with UN #’s (i.e. UN 4G, UN3373, UN2814, or UN2900). This implies that these specimens are Infectious Substances requiring ICAO Technical Instructions for packaging.

· DO NOT label the package with any categories (i.e. Category A or B Infectious Substances) or label with regulation codes (i.e. packing instructions 650). This implies that these specimens are Infectious Substances requiring ICAO Technical Instructions for packaging.
· DO NOT use hazard labels such as Class 6.2. This is not required because these specimens are non-hazardous. 
Note: For packages that have over 50mLs of liquids, DO mark the package with an orientation label to indicate which side is up.  
[image: image1.png]Example of Packing and Marking for Exempt Specimens

Soecmen

Primay Receptacie
S // Leakproof or Sifproof
\‘
Absorbent Packng ndary Recaptacie
Materials {lor Liquids) fpe oo

" Leakproof or Sflpraal
(e.0- Sealed Plastic Bag)

Outer Packaging

Exempt Human
Specimen




C. DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED:
1) Waybill – if not firmly attached to the package make sure you specify on the 

    package to whom the package is being shipped to and who it is from. 
2) Commercial invoice (make 3 copies for Fed Ex)

* IATA shipper’s declaration for dangerous goods in NOT required. 

Additional Information/Questions: 
1) Visit Transport Canada website: http://www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/menu.htm
2) Contact Holly Kerr @ 604-875-4111 ext. 63196 (hkerr@bccancer.bc.ca) and/or

    Kelcey Watts @ 604-875-4111 ext. 69013 (kwatts@bccancer.bc.ca) 
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